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Jamel Shabazz, “A Soldier’s Story” (2019) 

  
A Call To Peace Exhibition at Military Park in Newark, New Jersey  

Exhibition: October 3, 2019 to November 11, 2019 
Opening: October 3, 2019 at 4pm to 6pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Newark, NJ, August 27, 2019 – The New Arts Justice Initiative at Rutgers University-Newark presents 
A Call To Peace, which will be installed in Newark’s Military Park, opening October 3, 2019 and running 
through Veterans Day on November 11, 2019. Conceiving of this exhibition after learning that the 
sculptor Gutzon Borglum whose Wars of America monument dominates the park and is famed for Mount 
Rushmore was also affiliated with the Ku Klux Klan, New Arts Director Salamishah Tillet partnered 
with Monument Lab’s Paul Farber, and invited renowned artists Manuel Acevedo, Chakaia Booker, 
Sonya Clark, and Jamel Shabazz to respond to the prompt, What is a timely monument for Newark? 
 
 A Call to Peace invited Acevedo, Booker, Clark, and Shabazz, all artists known for their innovative 
approaches to art and social justice and/or their relationships with Newark to create temporary 
monuments that engage the history and present of the park. The artists’ projects will focus on spotlighting 
underrepresented veterans, engaging the legacies of the confederate statues, and addressing the 
relationship between public spaces and historical memory. 
 
Alongside the artist installations, New Arts and Monument Lab will open a participatory research lab,               
staffed by local artists and educators, where passersby will be invited to contribute their own speculative                
monument proposals. The collected responses will be added to an open database, posted on a community                
board in Express Newark, and shared as a report to the city in 2020. The lab will also host weekly                    
Thursday Talks with critical members of Newark’s community who are actively working on issues of               
monuments, cultural memory, and historic preservation. A full set of programs and lab hours will be                
announced in late September.  
 
New Arts Justice also welcomes Assistant Curator Alliyah Allen and Curator of Engagement fayemi 
shakur, Laura Troiano to direct strategy and operations, Mark Krasovic as public history research partner, 
and Nick Kline and Anthony Alvarez of Shine Portrait Studio to collaborate on Jamel Shabazz’s Veterans 
Peace Project. A Call To Peace has been made possible by the generous support of Rutgers 
University-Newark, 2018 and 2019 Third Space Grants, and the 2019 Cultural Programming Grant from 
Express Newark.  
 
Special thanks to project partners Mayor Ras Baraka and the City of Newark; Clement A. Price Institute 
on Ethnicity, Culture, and the Modern Experience; Rutgers University-Newark Departments of 
African-American and African Studies and Creative Writing Program; Express Newark; John Cotton 
Dana Library; Military Park Partnership; Monument Lab; Newark Arts Festival; the Newark Museum; 
Project for Empty Space; and SHINE Portrait Studio. 
 
For more information, visit www.newartsjustice.org, which will be regularly updated through the launch             
of the exhibition. 
 
About New Arts Justice 
Founded by Professor Salamishah Tillet, New Arts Justice is an incubator within Rutgers 
University-Newark that is committed to intersectional approaches to art’s relationship to place, social 
justice, and civic engagement in Newark and beyond. Inspired in name and spirit by the 1968 film “The 
NEW-ARK,” created by poet, playwright, and activist Amiri Baraka (known at the time as LeRoi Jones) 

http://www.newartsjustice.org/


 

about racial justice education, urban public theater, and political consciousness-raising in Newark, New 
Arts Justice keeps Newark as an artist-activist city at the core, while carefully considering its position 
within the university as well. This means, amplifying the work of historically underrepresented and 
under-resourced artists, activating robust conversations about race, gender, class, sexuality, and national 
belonging among diverse audiences including those from the local community, university and municipal 
government, while contributing interpretation/scholarship to surround/undergird work.  
 
About Monument Lab 
Monument Lab is an independent public art and history studio based in Philadelphia. Monument Lab 
cultivates and facilitates critical conversations around the past, present, and future of monuments. 
Founded in 2012 by Paul Farber and Ken Lum, Monument Lab works with artists, students, activists, 
municipal agencies, and cultural institutions on exploratory approaches to public engagement and 
collective memory. As a studio and curatorial team, Monument Lab pilots collaborative approaches to 
unearthing and reinterpreting histories. This includes citywide art exhibitions, site-specific commissions, 
participatory research initiatives, a National Fellows program, a web bulletin and podcast, and more. 
Their goal is to critically engage the public art we have inherited to reimagine public spaces through 
stories of social justice and equity. In doing so, they aim to inform and influence the processes of public 
art, as well as the permanent collections of cities, museums, libraries, and open data repositories. Since 
2012, Monument Lab’s projects have engaged 300,000 people in person, and garnered recognition from 
Americans for the Arts and the Preservation Alliance. Farber is the curator-in-residence at New Arts 
Justice. 
 
About Rutgers University–Newark 
Rutgers University–Newark (RU-N or Rutgers-Newark) is a diverse, urban, public research university 
that is an anchor institution in New Jersey’s cultural capital. More than 13,000 students are currently 
enrolled at its 38-acre campus in a wide range of undergraduate and graduate degree programs offered 
through the College of Arts and Sciences, University College, the Graduate School, Rutgers Business 
School-Newark and New Brunswick, the Rutgers Law School – Newark, the School of Criminal Justice, 
and the School of Public Affairs and Administration. RU-N is exceptionally well positioned to fulfill 
higher education’s promise as an engine of discovery, innovation, and social mobility. It has a remarkable 
legacy of producing high-impact scholarship that is connected to the great questions and challenges of the 
world. It has the right mix of disciplines and interdisciplinary centers and institutes to take on those 
questions and challenges. It is in and of a city and region where its work on local challenges undertaken 
with partners from many sectors resonates powerfully throughout our urbanizing world. Most 
importantly, RU-N brings an incredible diversity of people to this work—students, faculty, staff, and 
community partners—making it more innovative, more creative, more engaging, and more relevant for 
our time and the times ahead. Learn more at www.newark.rutgers.edu. 
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